Guidelines for Film Age-Classification 
On 10 July 2013, Legal Notice 416/2012 came into force.  In Clause 3 (2) of the said Legal Notice, the Film Age-Classification Board (hereinafter, ‘the Board) was empowered to classify films on the basis of guidelines to be drawn up, published and periodically updated by the Board.
The Board is proposing the following Guidelines for public consultation which shall be used when classifying films.
U 
Universal – Suitable for all 
Every child is a unique individual and it is very difficult to generalise what may upset a child. It is thus the responsibility of every parent/guardian that when a child chooses to attend a film showing on his/her own, the parent/guardian should ensure that the subject of the film would not disturb the child.  Parents/guardians should always be extra-careful with pre-school children who opt to attend a film showing on their own.
Films which are graded “U” should complement the ongoing teaching at schools, the generally accepted morals of society and the methods of upbringing of the average Maltese family.  Films classified as U should be set within a positive moral framework.  Such films should counter-balance any forms of violence, threat or horror.  Ideally, no references to sexual matters should be included.
Benchmarks:
The language and behaviour used throughout the film should be non-discriminatory to any forms of sex, sexual orientation, place of origin, political opinions, colour or creed. Films should not present persons with any form of disability being subject to ongoing ridicule or being at a disadvantage.  If such behaviour is presented for educational purposes, this needs to be clearly disapproved of within the context of the film itself.
There should be no reference to illegal drugs or drug misuse (including medicines that are commonly available at home and which are consumed without proper medical advice) unless there is a clear educational purpose.  If any reference to drugs is made throughout the film, even for educational purposes, the Board is obliged to issue a Consumer advice to warn about such reference.

Problematic themes may be present but these are to be treated with sensitivity. Scary sequences should be short, mild and unlikely to cause anxiety to young children.  Such scenes should not highlight dangerous behaviour over long stretches of film.  The use of weapons or putting people or animal lives in extreme danger should be extremely limited.  Violence shall not be interpreted as justifiable unless as a means of self-defence.  In such cases, violence has to be mild and proportional to the circumstances.  Particular attention should also be given to music accompanying such sequences.  The Board is to judge each sequence on the basis of its outcome. Films rated “U” with mildly scary or violent scenes must end with positive reassurance.  
Bullying and the use of coarse language (including gestures, or other social behaviour which is interpreted as insulting, rude, etc.) towards other peers, parents, teachers, people with authority etc. should be infrequent.  Films rated in this category are to ensure that if such behaviour is presented the storyline should highlight that such behaviour does not qualify the perpetrator to be a hero.  Derogatory language is unacceptable. 
If natural nudity is presented, it must not be within a sexual context. Mild sexual behaviour (such as kissing) is acceptable if within the context of two loving individuals.
PG Parental Guidance
General viewing, but some scenes may be unsuitable for young children.
Unaccompanied children of any age may watch a film rated as “PG”.  Films which are classified as requiring PG may contain scenes which may upset certain children, particularly those attending Year 3 in our Primary Schools or are younger. Parents are therefore advised to consider whether the content may upset younger or more sensitive children.
Benchmarks:
As a general rule the language and behaviour used throughout the film should be non-discriminatory unless there is clear disapproval if presented in an educational, political, social and historical context. Discrimination without negative repercussions by a character who is likely to be a role model for children is unlikely to be acceptable.
If there is any mild reference to illegal drugs or drug misuse (including medicines that are commonly available at home and which are consumed without a proper medical advice), there has to be a clear educational purpose attached to it.  If any reference to drugs is made throughout the film, even for educational purposes, the Board is obliged to issue a Consumer advice to warn about such a reference.
Problematic themes may be present but are to be treated with sensitivity. The intensity of scary sequences should not be prolonged and repeated within short periods of time.  Their intensity may not cause anxiety to young children.  Fantasy settings need to be considered within the general context of the film.  The use of weapons or putting people and animal lives in extreme danger should be limited in frequency and length and also justified within the context of the entire film.  Scenes of use of weapons shall not be ones which children may find easy to imitate.  Glamorisation of use of weapons is not condoned in a PG film.  Violence should be moderate without showing any particular detail.  Domestic violence should be treated with extreme caution and must be portrayed as unacceptable behaviour.  Violence in a historical context (such as in wars, revolutions, etc.) may not show details.  The Board is obliged to issue a Consumer advice to warn against acts of violence and warn against possible imitation of such scenes.
Bullying among vulnerable groups should be very limited and not attached to any gain in popularity among peers.  The use of bad and foul language has to be mild and within a context that the perpetrator is not presented as a hero.  Derogatory language is generally unacceptable. 
If natural nudity is presented, this should be presented with no sexual context.  Mild sexual activity may be implied but should be discreet and infrequent. 
12A
Suitable for persons of 12 years and over, provided that persons younger than 12 years may attend only when accompanied by an adult.
This category is awarded to material which is suitable for those aged 12 and over.  An adult may take a younger child if, in his/her judgement, the film is suitable for that particular child.  In such circumstances, responsibility for allowing a child under 12 viewership lies with the accompanying adult.
Benchmarks:
As a general rule, aggressive language and behaviour used throughout the film is unlikely to be acceptable unless presented in a context which is clearly condemned. Discrimination by a character who is likely to be a role model for children is unlikely to be acceptable unless the character undergoes reformation throughout the film.
If there is any misuse of illegal drugs or medicines this may not be glamorised.  In a 12A film, the instructional detail of the administration of drugs on oneself and on others, as well as the detailed description of drug trafficking is likely to be unacceptable.  The use of drugs on school premises is also unlikely unacceptable in a 12A film. 
Moderate physical and psychological menace is permissible under this category provided that such disturbing scenes are neither frequent nor sustained.  Dangerous behaviour (such as suicide, self-harm, driving under the influence of alcohol and drugs) should not be presented as though it is normal or as though it has no consequence.  The use of weapons or any behaviour which puts the lives of people and/or animals in extreme danger should not be glamorised in a 12A film.  Violence may emphasise injuries and blood but must be discreet during brutal moments.  Domestic violence should be presented as a form of unacceptable behaviour.  Violence in a historical context (such as in wars, revolutions, etc.) may not show details.  The Board is obliged to issue a Consumer advice to warn against acts of dangerous stunts and warn against the imitation of such scenes.  
Bullying among peers should not be seen as justified.  The use of some bad language is allowed. 
Sexual activity may be briefly and discreetly portrayed.  Rape, especially gang rape and corrective rape is unacceptable in a 12A film.  Sex references in scripts should be mild enough as to be acceptable to a teenage audience. 
Hate crimes are unacceptable in 12A films unless these are situated in a careful historical context to show the evolution of a particular society.
12
Suitable only for persons of twelve years and over
This category is awarded where the material is suitable, for those aged 12 and over.  This means that the benchmarks identified in Category 12A are a degree higher but are below those identified for Category 15.
15
Suitable for persons of fifteen years and over.
No one younger than 15 years may watch such a film in a cinema.  
Benchmarks:
The film as a whole may not present a storyline that endorses discriminatory language or behaviour.
Drug taking may be shown but the film as a whole must not promote or encourage drug misuse.  The abuse of volatile substances (for example, glue sniffing, inhalant abuse or solvent abuse) is generally acceptable unless it is presented in manner that emphasises the damaging consequences of such abuse.
Horror is generally acceptable under this category unless it is accompanied by sadistic and sexualised offences. Horror combined with very grotesque images may not be allowed.  The Board must be careful how films may deal with themes of ostracism and loneliness, anxiety about sex and sexual violence among teenagers.  The use of weapons or any behaviour which puts the lives of people and animals at risk should not be glamorised in a film suitable for this bracket.  Mild graphic violence and gore scenes are generally acceptable provided that the character with whom the viewer should empathize is not the prime instigator to violence.  Violence should not overemphasize the infliction of pain or injury.  Sadism or violence accompanied by sex with the victim is unlikely to be acceptable.  Domestic violence should be presented as behaviour which is not of the norm and which is condemnable.  Violence in a historical context (such as in wars, revolutions, etc.) may show details.  
There may be frequent use of strong language.  Aggressive use of strong, foul language is generally unacceptable.  Any decision must be based in the context of how the scene develops.
Sexual activity and prolonged nudity may be portrayed.  Excessive depiction of rape scenes is unacceptable for a film graded in this category  Films whose primary purpose is sexual arousal or stimulation are unlikely to be acceptable.
Hate crimes are unacceptable in  15-rated films unless in a careful historical context to show the evolution of a particular society.
18

Suitable only for persons of eighteen years and over
No person younger than 18 may watch films graded in this category at a cinema.  
In line with continuous public consultations and the right of the individual to be free to choose his/her own entertainment upon attaining the age of 18, the Film Age-Classification Board will seek that films are allowed for exhibition under this classification provided that:
(a) The film does not incite hatred among people of different race or religion;
(b) The film was not created through the commission of a criminal offence;

(c) The film does not encourage the viewer to harm himself or others;
(d) The portrayal of violent or dangerous acts or illegal drug use do not harm the public morals;

(e) The film is not focused on sexual activity which cannot be justified by context and it is purely a sex film.
Concluding Remarks
The Film Age-Classification Board reserves the right to review each and every film submitted for public exhibition in Malta and to amend this Classification Guideline accordingly.  
Legal Notice 416/2012 stipulates that age-classification of films shall be carried out by the Film Age-Classification Board and shall be communicated expediently to the applicant (that is the distributor).  The same Legal Notice indicates that if the person who has applied for the examination of the film feels aggrieved by the decision, they may apply in writing to the Classification Review Board within five days of receiving said decision for a review. The Review Board may confirm or reverse the decision of the Film Age-Classification Board.  
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